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SUBJ: STATE OF TENNESSEE TRADE MISSION 

REF: STATE 65407 

1. ADVANCE TEAM OF BENSON AND BURNS MET WITH EMBOFF MARCH 30 TO 
DISCUSS PROPOSED MISSION AND STATED THAT WHILE IN BEIRUT THEY HAD 
CONCLUDED THAT MORE LEAD TIME WAS NEEDED TO MOUNT A PRODUCTIVE 
MISSION AND THAT THEREFORE THEY WERE POSTPONING MISSION UNTIL 
SEPTEMBER. 

2. EMBASSY ADVISED THAT TEHRAN INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR WOULD BE 
GOING ON LATTER HALF OF SEPTEMBER AND THEREFORE MISSION SHOULD 
COME AS EARLY IN SEPTEMBER AS POSSIBLE. VARIOUS PROBLEMS CONCERNING 
LOGISTICS AND OTHER QUESTIONS OF INTEREST WERE DISCUSSED WITH THE 
ADVANCE TEAM WHICH PROMISED TO KEEP US INFORMED ABOUT ITS PLANS. 
REGARDING DESIRED APPOINTMENTS AT A VERY HIGH LEVEL FOR GOVERNOR 
BLANTON, TEAM WAS ADVISED TO MAKE APPROACH THROUGH IRANIAN 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON. 
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